Welcome to EYFS

2026 - 2027

Meet the Team
RA Ants RB Bees

Miss Faulkner Mrs Armstrong Mrs Dowson
RA Teacher RA Teacher RB Teacher
(Mon- Wed) (Thur- Fri) EYFS Leader

Mrs Rai Mrs Lambert Miss Bellwood Miss Watson

Teaching Assistant  Teaching Assistant Teaching Assistant Teaching Assistant
Forest school teacher

We would like to welcome you and your child to Burley Oaks Primary School.
We hope that some common questions will be answered in this booklet, as well as at our Parents’ Evening this term (date to
follow). Starting school is a happy and exciting time and we hope that the support we have planned so far has been beneficial
in preparing our new children and families for school. By working closely together, we are confident that we can continue to
make this a happy and smooth transition for all.
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What equipment do | need? \ ﬂNhat happens at the start anh

end of the day?

Your child needs to bring to school every

day:
At 8:35am we open the EYFS

cloakroom doors and children can come
into their classroom. At 8:45am we
close the doors and registration starts.
There will always be a member of staff
on the door to greet your child and
answer any queries.

A coat with a hood- named please.
A named water bottle to keep
hydrated. This will need to be taken
home and washed every day.

Their blue book bag. We are afraid
that we do not have the space to
accommodate backpacks or other
larger bags. Any bags with spare
clothes can be kept on your child's

peg.

At the end of the day, children are
dismissed through the cloakroom
doors. Class teachers will be on the
door, should you have anything you
wish to discuss. If your child is going
home with someone different to usual,

Please make sure all uniform is named.

Please do not bring in other items, such as
toys. If your child has something that they

please email the class teacher in
advance, or contact the school office on
: the day.
have made at home, or an experience that y /
they wish to share with their classmates,

we would love to see a photo, which could / \
be sent via email to the class teacher. Do children have milk and a

morning snack?

Yes. You will need to order milk with
When do we have PE and what do the school office.

we nheed? The children will be offered a piece of
EYFS have PE on Tuesday. On this day, fruit each day at morning play.
children should come to school in their full
PE kit and remain in this for the duration of

the day. Please ensure that your child is v /
dressed in clothes suitable for outdoor PE, as
we will prioritise this over indoor PE

whenever possible. PE will start on Tuesday
22" September.
Your child will need the following kit:

Can my child bring a snack for
Night Owls?

Plain navy tracksuit bottoms or shorts
Burley Oaks (navy or royal blue) hoodie (no
other logos please)

Burley Oaks PE t-shirt lunchbox.

Plain black trainers K /

Yes. They can bring a healthy, nut-
free snack in a named container or
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What happens when the staggered start\ Will my child have to ask to\
has finished and | bring my child to go to the toilet?
school?

We will ensure that all the children
have the opportunity to go to the
toilet whenever they wish to go.

The class teacher and EYFS team will be at the
cloakroom doors to welcome you and your child
and answer any queries you may have/pass on
any messages. We do ask the child to come into
school independently with their teacher and

teaching assistant. / / . \
Can | use my phone in the

\ playground?
| know that | am going to feel very anxious We ask that mobile phones are
when | leave my child. What shall | do? kept away in the playground area.
Please ensure that no

The staff will be there to care for your child and if we photographs are taken in the
are concerned or feel there is an issue, we will always school grounds.
contact you. Please also check the Reception Blog for

regular picture updates to see your child enjoying /

their day. j

\

/ Does my child get support at lunchtime?

Lunchtime can be a worrying time for some children. It is because of this that we take great care
to give children confidence in the dining room. This starts with the child transition visits to school
and staggered start in September where we visit the dining hall. All the EYFS children eat together
with members of the EYFS team there to support and make this an enjoyable experience.
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What does my child do all day? When I ask, they say “Nothing, just \
played”.

When the day has ended you will be eager to hear all about school and your child’s day.
It is quite usual for you to get little information or hear remarks like “nothing much”.
Children do not always see things in the same light as adults. Learning at school is
designed to be challenging and enjoyable so that children want to learn. The school day
is very carefully organised and the child’s learning well planned. At the end of the day
your child will be tired and may be without much to say. There are many new things
happening and filling their head. Be patient and wait until they are ready to share with
you. Bedtime is often a quiet time to talk. You may be told that they just played. Rest
assured that play is children’s work. It is part of the planned curriculum. You will also be
able to view your child’s day to aid conversations at home via the class blog.




ﬁ\lhat are the first learning challenges?

The children will soon be beginning their first
autumn topic of learning. We can’t wait to get
started but our priority is ensuring all the
children feel that they belong. Their happiness,
safety and wellbeing is our priority.

EYFS children will explore and learn about:

driven topic.

. ‘A Wonderful World of Me’- This is a

PSHE and Communication and Languagty
When will reading books be changed?

This will not happen straight away. We need
to observe and assess your child's starting
points in the first few weeks of school.

When your child is ready to come home with
a book, new reading books will be given out
on Mondays and Thursdays.

We follow a three reads approach in school
and ask that books are re-read at home to
help build fluency. Your child will be given a
reading record and we would like you to
record every time they read at home with an
adult.

Further details about reading will be given
out throughout the term where we will invite
you into school for a reading and phonic
event.

/ Is there home learning? \

The children will be expected to:
Read their reading books at least
three times a week. Books will go
home this half term when the
children are ready.
Once phonic routines have begun,
they will have a Little Wandle
phonic homework overview to
look over and use to discuss that
week’s learning.
Once maths routines have begun,
Your child will be sent home with
additional ideas for maths at
home.
Phonics Play, Alpha blocks and
Number blocks are also a top
recommendation.

/ What is the Everywm

One child each week will come home
with the reading rucksack containing The
Everywhere Bear. Please follow the
instructions in the rucksack and return
the contents the following week. Your

child will share their experience with their
\ class. /

/ What do | do if | have a

At the start of the year, we have a very similar

What will my child’s timetable be like?

question or problem?

Always talk to the class teacher who

will do their best to help find a
solution. It does not matter how

small the problem it is always better

Q)talk it through.

J

timetable to the one the children will have been
used to in Nursery. We will have singing, reading
stories and learning all about each other. As the
children settle we will introduce a daily phonics,
literacy and maths carpet input and then the
children will be able to access learning challenges
in provision - both indoors and outdoors. We are

really lucky to have specialist teachers for music,
&mputing and Forest School. /
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/ Outdoors

In the EYFS, we will be taking our
learning outside as much as possible.
We will be accessing our outdoor area
on a daily basis. We go outside whatever
the weather, so the children will need to
bring named wellies and all in one
waterproof to keep and wear every day
at school. In addition, Forest School will
be every Monday, starting from Monday
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/What phonics scheme do you

follow?

We follow Little Wandle Letters and
Sounds. Further information can be
found here to support your child at
home with their reading and letter
formation. We will share further
information this half term.

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsoun

14t September. We will send

\V\Eterproofs home in the holidays for a/
ash.

-

Qs.org.uk/resou rces/for-parents/

What if my child is poorly?
It is vital that your child attends school every day.
If your child is ill, please let the school office know by 9:00am by telephoning 01943
862642 on the first day of absence. See NHS guidance here to check to whether your
child can safely attend a school setting. For security reasons, we will contact you if your
child is not in school and we have not had a reason for the absence. It is essential that
you ensure you have provided the details of at least two emergency contacts for your

\

child and that the telephone numbers are correct.

-

Well, | think ........cuuuueeeeee.
Words of advice and comfort from the children who started school in

September last year
| have made lots of friends!
My teacher always help me.
| love playtime.
I loved the baby chicks and the farm trip.
| know that | can make marvellous mistakes.
| can use my crocodile fingers.
| like going on number hunts outside.
| liked learning about dinosaurs and the fossils.
| love my class.
| liked Stay and Play when my Grandma came.
| am the best at reading, my mummy thinks | am amazing at reading too.
School is so fun, | want to come in the holidays.

Please share these comments with your child.

N



https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

Communication

As always, communication is a key element in ensuring that children settle into Burley Oaks. We are
really looking forward to welcoming your child into the EYFS and we aim to ensure they settle
quickly into their new classes. We are sure that they will, but if there are any concerns at the start or
throughout the year, please contact us as soon as possible.

Office
You can phone the office to ask a teacher to contact you. The office should also be contacted about
appointments or illness.

Email

If your communication is not urgent then please send an email. Please keep in mind that the school
day is very busy looking after and teaching children and that emails are not always read or
responded to immediately, but will be addressed as soon as is reasonably possible.

‘On the door’

There will always be a member of staff at the cloakroom door at the start and end of each day.
Messages can be passed to teachers via this member of staff. We ask that you do not come into the
cloakroom at the start of the day.

Website

Our school website has a wealth of information on it and will be fully updated in the coming weeks.

Blogs

In addition to the information on the school website, teachers will be ‘blogging’ on a regular basis to
share some of the exciting learning happening in their classroom.




